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 Throwleigh, in Kent; N Y 


| Who was executed on Saturday, April 7, He I 


at Maid/tone, for maliciouſly hiring 4 hep and) 
liam Luckburft, to ſet Fire to ha Barn and Ricks ob 


Mr. John Clarke; in which-is à full and particalat"Ags | 
exenge, A 


count of his unheard- of Cruelties, Acts of 


Malice particularly to his firſt Wife and Clüldren, and 
. Neighbouts, where-ever he lived: Together With: His | 
- Behaviour during his Confinement in Goal to. e Time 


3! is Execution, a and his laſt Dying Words e 
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2 | . which is added, 5 _—_ 
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Words of John Stone, for ſetting Fire to the 


Time * Collington. 
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Prevx of the lat 


OHN CoLLINGTON, of 


7 brozolei Vin Rent, &c. &c. 


UTE. think proper firſt to mention 
“7 1253 Part of this wicked Man's 
Life, before we come to thoſe 


: s (ML; of it which was the Occa- 


after which we ſhall give an 


ccountt of his Behaviour during his Con- 
Lat his n and under Con- 


Þ 85 WI in "on 3 to and at the 
* Flace of Execution, till he was — 
E We are forry, that we muſt relate in 
Memoirs ſuch horrible Acts of Cru- 
Mace and Revenge, that muſt be 
* to human Nature to hear; tho' 
— . Time we can aſſure the Pub- 
Ke Ren that the Facts are authentick. | 
# This Job» Collington was born of v 
0 2 Parents in the Pariſh of Pluckhy in 
- the Faltern Diviſion of the County of Kent. 
His Father was a Clergyman, and Rector 
of the faid Pariſh, a Living of between 
; ere of a conſiderable paternal Fortune. 


Aso the reſt of his Children and Fa- 
iy, we ſhall forbear mentioning them, 
all Perſons of the beſt of Cage 


2 e wok Tr Trau muſt alxead; 


: Bonk of his being brought to condign Pu- 


Annum; and was allo poſ- 


be full great, which has nd brought on 
them by the villamous Life and igno- 
minious Death of this unchriſtian-like 
Criminal. 

He was born the 23d of March, 1697, 
and on the 23d of March, 1750, he re- 
ceived his fatal Sentence of Death, being 
juſt Fifty-three Years of Age that Day. 


His Father gave him a liberal Education, 
and, in ſhort, it may be ſaid, that he was 
a Man of great Capacity, tho' of a dan- 


gerous one, and had his Thoughts been 
turned to Mildneſs as it was to cally may he 
might have been deemed a you Man, and 
have been of that Service 

kind come into the World; but as he turned 
out ſo very bad, it may be truly ſaid of 
him, that he was a Terror to all that had any 
Concern with him; and which was making 


good his own Words which he frequently 
very made uſe. of, That be would be 4 frrong 


Friend to thoſe to whom he. profeſſed Frie 
ſhip, and an inveterate Enemy to all ſuch 


that ſhould diſoblige him; and indeed it 


evidently appeared ſo through the whole 
Courſe of his Life ; for whenever he took” 
the Part of any Perſon, whether Right gr 


Wrong, he would cven advance Money 


(tho? a very penurious dan) to ſerve their 
rpoſes. 


or which Man- 
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uring his Minority whilſt a Boy at 
ES a School, 
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School, he was then full of Revenge, and 
was very malicious, and even to any of 
his School-fellows that oppoſed him, he 
endeavoured to do ME by which 


Means the Maſters of two of the Schools 


he went to were obliged to turn him away, 
and fend him home to his Parents, or elſe 
the Parents of the other Scholars would 
have taken their Sons away. 

When he was at the Age of about four- 
teen Years, his Father put him Apprentice 
to a Grocer in Newgate-ſtreet, London, 
where he played his wicked Pranks ſo 
much, that his Maſter was obliged to part 
with him, and he was turned over to an- 
other Maſter of the ſame Buſineſs; he 
likewiſe was ſo very bad there, that he 
was turned away from thence, and never 
ſerved out his Apprenticeſhip : He then 
went down to Maidſtone in Kent, and lived 
with a Grocer oppoſite to the Fiſh-Croſs; 
but his Behaviour being ſo very extraor- 
dinary alſo there, he did not continue above 
three Quarters of a Year. 

Before we proceed any farther, we think 
it neceſſary to give a Detail of a Story 
or two, which Collington frequently told 
concerning himſelf in his Apprenticeſhip : 
The firſt is an Inſtance of his Pride; the 
Maid came into the Shop, and delivered to 
him a Pot, and aſked him to go for a 
haltpenny worth of Muſtard, and on tak- 
ing the Pot he walked to Cheapfide, and 
called a Coach to carry him back, and ſo 


' foon as he had alighted, he went to the 


Till, took out a Shilling, and paid the 


| Coachman : Being aſked the meaning of 
ſuch Conduct, his Anſwer was, His Pa- 


rents did not put bim Apprentice to go of 
Errantꝶ and be never would conſent to go 
without a 
his Maſter to give him Leave to go in the 
Country to viſit his Friends, who very 
kindly gave him a Fortnight's Time, and 
deſired him not to be longer Abſent; and 
on the Day he was to ſet out, his Maſter be- 
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Coach. Another Time he aſked. 
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ing lad, he told his Miſtreſs 5 was | 


going to ſee his Parents, when ſhe defired 


him not to ſtay above a Fortnight or three 


Weeks at the moſt, which he promiſed 
her he would not ; but when he got into 
the Country, he did not return till five 
Weeks were expired; and when he return- 
ed, his Maſter aſked him how he could 
ſtay ſo long: He replied, that he had 


ſtaid no Jonger than his Time, for that be i 


bad given bim two Weeks, and bis Miftreſs = 
given him three more; which was 


had 


partly the Means of that Maſter's parting 4 


trom him. 


He being come to Man's Eſtate, | his 1 
Father thought proper to ſettle him in tie 
World, and EY took an old ac- 


altos Grocer*s an 


Mr. Thompſon, where he lived a confider- 


able Time; but his Behaviour was very | 


bad, and 


giving - Way to Rey 
Paſſion, he ſoon loſt his Buſineſs, 


Chandler's Shop at 
Rye in Suſſex, that had been kept by on, 


enge and } 
the Peo- 


ple of the Town deſpiſing him ſo much, = 
that he had not Trade ſufficient to maintain” | 


him; upon which he removed to à little: 4 
Country Town in the Eaſtern Diviſion af} 


eep a Sho 
he likewiſe 


ved ſo very bad, that 


his Neighbours deſpiſed and forſooe 


him. 
He married to his firſt Wife the only 


Child of Counſellor Wheeler, who brought 


him ſo conſiderable a Fortune, that a Join- 
ture was. ſettled upon her of 100 ,. and up- 

wards per Annum, who bore lam Ten 
Children, beſides Miſcarriages, Jof whom 


were at two Births, having at two Labaurs 


Twins, tour of which Children are now 
ſurviving. 


His Cruelties and unchriſtian Behaviour 


to his Wife and Children were unſufferable; 
he omitted to let them be baptized, only: | 
giving them a Name himſelf; and the Six 
that 12 were buried in * own \ Orchiard 4 
e 2 
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for ſome Time, and' whete- 4 
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to ſave Charges. His unhappy Wife, who 
came of a very good Family, and who 
was a welk-bred, courteous, affable good 
Woman, and as fine a Woman as any 
in the County, he uſed to treat with 
Acts of the greateſt Barbarity, and often 


beat her till the Marks have appeared ; then 


| uſually made it a Practice to lock her up 
Stairs, and ſometimes put her down in a 


E Saw-pit he had in his Orchard, which he 


covered over, and kept her there many 
EDays together without any Suſtenance, 
his Temper being ſo very moroſe that he 
[would not admit of any Controul, though 
ever fo equitable, and the main quarrel- 
ing between them, was, her interpoſing 
| * might not be ſo cruel to their Chil- 


We ſhall now give an Inſtance of ſuch 
| unheard-of Cruelty, in ſupport of his Ma- 
þ lice, as is ſhocking to human Nature. 

Mrs. Collington, his firſt Wife, being with 
Child, the deſired him to get her a Partridge, 
F 2 great Sportſman himſelf, went 
ad ſhot ſome, one of which was or- 
dd be pulled and dreſſed for her. In 
ie Interim of Time he having a Quarrel 
Vith one of his Children, and beating him 


cry begged of him to deſiſt from beat- 
ing the Child ſo unmercifully : At which 
be flew into ſo very great Paſſions with 
er, that even two Hours afterwards, when 
the Partridge was ready, he put Parlſly and 
Hutter over it, ſhe being preſent at Ta- 
ble, then cut it into four Quarters, and 

ave it to the Cats and Dogs, and would 
Bot ſuffer her to touch it, though ſhe was 
ä 4153, "rs to expect to lay down in a 
mort Time; to Which the Gentlewoman 
aſcribed - one of her Miſcarriages which 
bappened two Days after, and had like at 
tat Time to have proved her Death, 
Though the Gentlewoman this Time 
dcaped Death, by his brutiſh Behaviour, 


i was not many Months e're he took an 


Es, 


- ynmercifully, the Mother interfered, and 


Nes 


Opportunity of quarrelling with her, and 
meeting her on the Stairs, flung her Head 
foremoſt down, followed her, and ſtamped 
on her, and kicked her on the Breaſt, that 


it turned to a Cancer, which ſoon after 
occaſioned her Death. | 


We cannot help being of the ſame Opi- | 


nion as moſt other People were that knew 
him and his unfortunate Wife, that it muſt 
be deemed Murder in him. 
deed he would Have been proſecuted if it 
had not been for the Wickedneſs of ſome 
avaritious People, who knew of this cruel 
Tranſaction, and whoſe Evidence was 
bought off with a Bribe by him. 

Upon the Death of his Father, about 
fourteen Years ſince, who was Rector of 
Pluckley, as IJ have mentioned before, he 
came to the Poſſeſſion of a very conſider- 
able Fortune; and ſome time after he 
went to Throwleigh, where a great Part of 
his Eſtate lay, and there lived as a Gentle- 
man Farmer; and about nine Years ago 
married his ſecond Wife, who now Tur- 
vives him, who is the Daughter of one 


Mr. Franklin, a Tradeſman of an excced- 


ing good Character, at Dye in Rent, with 
whom he had a conſiderable Fortune, and. 
who has had ſix Children by him, beſides 
one Miſcarriage, two of which were born 
at one Birth, and are both dead, the other 


four being now living, ſo that he had 


eight Children alive at the Time of his Exe- 
tion, four by his firſt Wife, and four by 
the laſt. | | | 

Some few Years before he married the 
laſt Wife, he was concerned in Running 
or Owling of Wool; for which he was 
convicted in a very large Penalty ; and in 


order to evade the Payment thRof, he 


made over his Eſtate to a Perſon in Maid- 
fone, whoſe Name we chuſe to omit, for 
particular Reaſons ;- and then made Afh- 
davit, to move Compaſhon, that he was 
not worth Five Pounds; and hav 
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And in- 


1 ob- 
tained Remiſſion of the Penalty, he in 


71 


about a Month after, went into the Fields 
to take Game; and he having been ſo» ſame, and aſſer'd him ſeveral Rewards ; but 


very litigious when he was qualified, the 
neighbouring Gentlemen commenced Pro- 
ſecutions againſt him, when, to their great 
Aſtoniſhment and Surprize, he ſwore to 
his Qualification, and laughed at them, 
tho' at the fame Time his Fſtate was 
made over, and not in his own Poſſeſſion ; 
which plainly ſhews that he ſtuck at No- 
thing, even Perjury itſelf, to ſupport his 
afurping Temper. 

As ſoon as he got a Remiſſion of the Pe- 
galty upon the Account of Running of Wool, 
and being eaſy on Account of the Game AF, 
he came to Maidſtone to get Poſſeſſion again 
of the Writings and Deeds of his Eſtate; 
and a great deal of Difturbance there was 
upon it, by the Perſon not readily parting 
from them ;, but ſome Time afterwards, as 
#t is ſtrongly preſumed, the Biter being Bit, 
the Perſon returned him his Writings, upon a 
Configeration of his having a Sum of Money; 
and Collington was ſo overjoyed at his hav- 
ing got them into his Cuſtody, that be food 
upon bis Head, and played on a Fiddle. 


Collington became ſo arbitrary in his 


Way, that he was a Terror to his Neighbours 
in fix Pariſhes about bim, conſtantiy poach- 
ing in other Mannors, though when any 
qualified or not qualified Perſon came on his 
EFate to ſeek for Game, he would threaten 
fo ſhoat them, and did ſboot at People ſe- 
veral Times; and be being grown ſo very ter- 
rible, the Counteſs Dowager of Rocking- 
ham built a Houſe on her own Waſte for a 
Perſon to live in, and to binder Collington 
from committing ſuch Depredations on ber 
Game, and curb him in his audacious and 
dangerous Proceedings.* | 


_ This Houſe or Cottage very much annexed . 


Mr. Collington, wvho was extream angry at 
am Thing that ſhould reſtrain his unbounded 
Ambition, and unneighbourly Ads; and ac- 
cardingly be knew no better Way than to de- 
Araꝝ the ſaid Houſe, to which Purpoſe be 
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conſulted one Hawkins 4% fet Fire to the 


| 
the Man had more Honeſty than' to con- 


Ply. © * 2 
He then thought of his Man Lue Khurſt, 

(the ſame who was an Evidence againſt 

bim at his Trial for the Fatt for which bs 


ſuffered) who declared io ſeveral Gentlemen, 


! 


{ 


j 
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that laſt Spring Collington came to bin as | 


be wwas at work for him in his Woods, and 


4 


after behaving very friendly and famiharly,.. 
asked him to go with him to Feverſham, 1 


which he complied ; and as they went along 


the Highway, Collington told him, that be 
would give any Body half a Guinea to ſet 


Fire to a Houſe lately built on ſome was 
Ground belonging to the Counteſs Dowager of | 


Rockingham, which Luckhurſt came into, 
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and took the half Guinea to perpetratt the 


Dejign ; but ſoon after repenting f ſuth 
injurious io fuch a 
worthy Lady, he returned the Monty bazk- * 


wicked Undertaking, ſo 


again. ä 


4 4 8 74 2 ue | 
Upon which Collington carried it apith-#" 


high Hand, and curſed him, and bra 
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to ſhoot him direftly if he did not *tethe -- 


half Guinea, and do as he had agree, 


frighten d the Fellow into a Compliance: . 9 


they went to the Ship at Feverſnam, a 


Collington, after having made bim drinks: 
plentifully, provided Matches and Uhr. © 
Materials for him to Fire the Hauſe mib: 
on which Luckhurſt ſet out that Night, and 
about Eleven o Clock be did fet Fim to the. 7 


4 2 % 
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Houſe, and the ſame was entirely burnt down 4 


to the Ground. 


| e 
Having premiſed the foregoing, we” 


ſhall proceed to the Paſſages that w 


the original Spring that brought about Ri F 


tatal End. : 


Mr. Coll;ngten, as is bcfore- obſerved; + 
having a very great Inveteracy againlt his 4 
Children, we mean thoſe by his fett Wie. 


he uſed them very cruelly, even his eldeſt 


Son, who is about 16 Years- of Age, and 
Heir to the Paternal Eſtate, which. Ss 4 
1 SEA : 015 tees 


the Jointure ſettled on his firſt Wife, amounting to 
above One hundred Pounds per Annum, he gave no 
Education, but uſed him crutlly, always beating him, 
and turned him out of Doors, very young, to ſeek 
his Bread, for which the Boy work*d with the Far- 
mers, and is now no more than a Waggoner's Mate, 


5 and lives at a Farm of Lord [enham's at Linflrad ; 
ang is Children aſed to go about the Neighbourhood 
| Be young Gipſies, very ragged, and begging, he 


never pitung them to School. 


The Son who was the Occaſion of his Mis fortune, 
+ about two Years younger than the Eldeſt, he cruel- 


ly beat, when he was about twelve Years old, and 


= put bim into a Saw-pit, which he cover'd over, in 
order to ſtarve him to Death; but the Child being 
reliev d by ſome of the Servants, he then turn'd him 
ont of Doors; and the Boy being begging about the 


Parith, the cruel Father, though applied to, ſaid he 


| - was old enough to work for his Bread, and refus'd to 
: Take him in, upon 


. which the Pariſh had an Order to 
provide for him; and Mr. Clarke, the Proſecutor, 


To was Cborch- warden, accordingly took him into 
{ - his Honſe, and maintain'd him; and upon applying 


0 Colli 
J the 


for Payment, and he refuting to pay 


granted a Warrant of Diſtreſs, to levy upon his 


BDoode 3. and that on his goi 
Oyverſeer of the Poor, and a 


* 
FY * 1 
11 
3 
6 if 


2 


with Mr. Hernden the 
pnſtable, Mr. Colling- 
tori then threaten'd to be reveng'd on Mr. Clarke, 
Being on the 13th of September laſt ; and according- 


ichae! Paine and 


yan Parſuance of his Threatening, on the 17th of 


ber following, he ſent 
er Barrett, two Ruffians, and Fellows of 


E © very bad CharaQers, and remarkably Blood-thirſty, 


: Gregory, a Dragoon, to Mr. Clarke's 
in order to bring him away from his Houle ; 
the ſaid three Villains, patting their 
„and armed them with Fire Arms, 


in a 


. 5 rd and Ball.— For the Particulars of this 
- Affair, we:maſt refer our Readers to the Trials at 


# 
s. 


* 


>.  Jarge, of Colliagton and Stone, as alſo of the ſaid 
ens who ſells this 
+ fence; in Which is contain'd the ſecret Tranſ- 
atom of this iniquitous Affair. 

- + MM, Clarke being made ſenſible, that theſe Ruffians 
from Collington, to his Houſe, in order to de- 


; which may be had of the Per- 
amphlet, at Price of Three- 


2 
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Ney bim, they havi 
und wo of them having 

A Piſtol, the other with a Carbi 
deen near him, he appl 


at the ſame time, ſaid ſo, 
fir'd at him, the one with 
; and the Balls paſ- 
ied* himſelf to Thomas 


3 a Kai M, Eſq; a neighbouring Joſtice of the Peace, for 
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- his Nerat, to bring Mr. Collington before him, that 
be might be bound over, in order to keep the Peace, 
= eating he was in Danger of his Life from 
de 


id Collivaton ; chat accordingly Collington was 
gth"of the (ame Month, being two 
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iſh, they applied to a Bench of Juſtices, who 


where he was required to find Sureties, to appear at 
the next Quarter Seſſions, to anſwer the Complaine 
of Mr. Clarke ; which he refuſing to do, and uſing 
the Juſtice in a ſcarriſous, 
Manner, he was that Day committed to Canterbury 
Goal for want of Sureties ; and that on the 22d Day 
of the ſame Month of November, Mr. Clarke's Barn 
and Ricks were burnt down, and that done by the. 
malicious and wicked Contrivance and Advice of the 
ſaid Collington, by William Luckhurft, and the other 
Priſoner John Stone; an Account of all which is in- 
ſerted in the Trials of him, and his wicked Com- 
panions aforementioned. 

During his Confinement in Canterbury Goal, his 


Behaviour was the ſame as when at Liberty; declar- 


ing nothing but Revenge, and threatened that when 
he got his Liberty, which he expected as ſoon as the 
Aſſizes were over, to be revenged of every one who 
was any way concerned againſt him; either in advi - 
ſing or countenancing Mr. Clarke in carrying on the 
Proſecution. | 
On Monday the 19th of March, being the Com- 
miſſion Day of Aſſizes, he was brought from Canter- 
bury in a Coach, to Maidſtone Goal, and on Wedneſ- 
day the 21ſt of the ſame Month, he and bis Compa- 


nion John Stone were called to the Bar of Jallice, 


where, after a Trial of Five Hours, they were 
found Guilty: At which Trial Collington behaved 
ſo contemptuouſly and impudent, that the Judge and 
all People preſent were aſtoniſhed ; but his Behaviour 
on the Friday following, when he received Sen- 
tence of Death, was of a different Naturg 
and he read a Paper, wherein he begged Pardon of 
the Court for his ill Behaviour at his Trial, and beg- 
ged for Mercy, which if not granted, that be might 
be allowed a longer Time than uſunl to r him- 
ſelf for Death, and likewiſe to ſettle his worldly Con- 
cerns, which would take up ſome Time, as he had a 
Wife and Eight Children. BE 7 

One Thing which we had forgot to mention was, 
as ſoon as Collington was brought back to the Goal 
after he was convicted, ſome of the Debtors, who 
were Priſoners in the Goal, began to expreſs their 
Sorrow at his unhappy Caſe; when he ſnap'd his 
Fingers, and ſaid 4. — them, I don't value any of 
them yet; I am ſure I have Intereſt enough to get a 
Reprieve, and bid his Companion Stone, 42 
ſelf eaſy, for he was ſure he could get him a Reprieve 

Soon afcer this his Wife came into the Goal, in 


great Anguiſn of Mind, and went up to him, fo full 


of Grief, that ſhe could hardly utter Words to ex- 
preſs her great Sorrow and Surprize at hearing of his 
unhappy Caſe and Conviction ; when he, without any 
Signs of Contrition, bid her keep up her Spirits, for 
he did not fear of getting a Reprieve; and at moſt it 
could be only Tranſportation, and he did not doubt, 
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paſſionate, and malicious- 
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made by dint of Money. 
"tence of Death, as he was fitting in Company with 


- I*Y- 


before he went out of Eugland, he ſhould have an Op- 
- portunity of being revenged of all who had been con- 
" cerned againſt him. e e 

After he had received Sentence of Death and re- 
turned to the Goal, his Behaviour was much the ſame 
as it was before, ſhewing little or no Concern, and 
frequently ſaying, that he did not doubt but he ſhould 
get a Reprieve, relying on the Intereſt he could get 
The next Day after Sen- 


the Keeper of the Goal and ſome other Perſons, one 
of the other Perſons was ſaying, that the Judge and 


Gentlemen of the Grand Jury ſeemed angry with 
Mx. Pilcher, the Keeper of Canterbury Goal, for his 
+ Behaviour at the Trial of Collington, for prevaricating 
ſo much in his Evidence; and another Perſon ſaid, 
that he heard Thomas Knight, Eſq; ſay, he ſhould he 


glad if he could hear of an honeft Perſon that could 


"be well recommended, to be Keeper of Canterbury 


* 


Goal. Collington replied, in a jocular Manner; 7 


muſt get you, Sir, to recommend me to Mr, Knight, that 
"# may be Keeper of Canterbury Goal; and by that 
Mean he will be able to make me amends for bringing 


- Ware 


muſt ſoon lau 
Miles diſtant from the Spot where the Fire was, and 
. Which he always made very evaſive Anſwers. 


all theſe Troubles on me. The ſame Morning, in the 
fame Company, one John Ware was going to give 
'a Note of Hand, payable to one of the Perſons pre- 
ſent, but he could not write; upon which Collington 
aid, let me bave Pen, Ink and Paper, and I will write 
the Note for you; and accordingly he did, which 
put his Mark to. Upon which Collington, 
Tmiling, ſaid he would witneſs it, | | 
ln this Manner, being jocoſe, he paſs' d great Part 
of his Time, under Condemnation, often declaring his 
Innocence, and that his Comrade Stone, was the ſame. 
Being frequently aſked how he could, as a Man that 
into Eternity, ſay that Stone was in- 
nocent, when he himſelf was confined in a Goal, 12 


Stone being at Large, and not in his Company; to 
He 


often caſt vehement Reflections on the Gentlemen of 
the Grand Jury, and other Gentlemen of. the County; 


and particularly on Juſtice Knight, and produced a 
Bond, for a conſiderable Sum of Money and Intereſt 


of Juſtice Knight's Father's, and would have wickedly 


endeavoured to perſuade People, that this Proſecution 


was carried on to prevent the Payment of that Bond. 


He ſpent his Time chiefly in Exclamations againſt 


© his Proſecutors, writing Letters and Petitions, and ca- 
reſſing and mas, Fn. any Perſons that came to him 


and gave him any 


ope or Expectation of procuring 
him a Pardon; and frequently uſed to ſay, according 


to his inbred Malice, that if he could but live long 
enough to be revenged of his Proſecutors and Ene- 


1 


mies, he ſhould then willingly reſign his Life. 
When the Keeper reteiv'd the Dead Warrant, or 
Order for Execution, and inform'd him, that the 


Day for his Execution was fixed for the Saturday fol- 
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he was more concern'd- for Stone than for hiniſelf; 


and Stone. 


William Luckhurſt, who was the Evidence againlt 


before; and upon two Clergymen coming dg 
fon of Reputation, to ſign a” Letter, which wat ent 
the Prebends of Win4for, fot an Appliealon d Rs 
few Days, as the Evidence was in Goat, anch 


ſo ſoon after his Releaſement ftom Goal | 
imagined, that the Evidence of ſuch'a wicked . 


the Lives of two Men; and accordingly their . 
ter was ſent Expreſs by a Man to London, who ſet Gut 


ſelf that Afternoon very unbecoming a MAN 


a future State; on which he ſeemed a little mors con. 


- which Way he would go to the Place of Bwecutiet; 
- he replied, in a Coach, in order to pre 


along. Then they asked him, if he would willing, 
{be buried at Throreleigb, Where be had lived , f 
| 2 he ſeemingly ſwelled with Paſſion and Maler, 


- for as they had proſecuted him to Death, they would 
- fired to be buried in the Chareh-yard at P here 1 


he was born, and where h Father had beck NN 
the Pariſh. an FFF 


lowing, being the 7th of April, he ſeem' U, at frtt, 
concern'd, but, in a ſhort time, recover'd his Spirits, 

and aſk'd if his Fellow Priſoner Stone, was to ſuffer 
with him; and being anſwer'd, that he was, he ſaſd 


But in leſs than an Hour's Time he began to talk in 
the ſame Manner as he had done before, as that he 
did not yet doubt of a Reprieve coming for himſelf 


On Friday Morning, the Day before his Exect--] 
tion, a Meſſage was brought to him in Goal, at 


him and Stone, at their Trial, was committed to 
terbury Goal, for breaking open an Houſe; whiel He 4 
had done ſince he was diſcharg d from Mass 
Goal, which was not above eleven or twelve Daya 


with him, he prevail'd with them, and anorher 


preſs to the Reggrend Doctor Walvirij dug 
Grace the Duke of Newwereſt/e, for à Reſpie'fore 


been To wicked a Fellow as to break opet a Hede 


low ſhould not have ſo much Credit as to take u r 


about One o' Clock; the Particulars of which; ain 
an Account of the Anfwet* thereto, the Reader WI 
find in the Appendix hereunto annette. 

After the Meſſenger was gone, he behav'd = 


in ſuch —— Circumſtances ; frequently eu. 
tioning, that he expected a Reprieve, with a femingg 
Joy, E to — an Opportunity of Revenge“ 
About Six o' Clock that Eveniog, bis Wife's #3 
ther came to ſee him, and then he was admitted s 
the Keeper's Room to converſe with his Wie, her 
Father and Siſter ; and they obſerving his Bev, 
was not becoming a Man in his Circumſtancedy* they» 
admoniſhed him not to think of a Reprieve, Uu 
take Care of his poor immortal Soul, and prepareifor 


cerned. They then talked with him *Coricerning 


event being 
made a publick Shew to the Populace as he ent, 


{aid that he ſhould nat care to be buried there z_ 


3 — 5 * 1 a 2 y 8 
not let his Body lie there at Reſt: He afterwards 
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Te then ſetifed his Burial as follows : That he 

t have a good plain Elm Coffin; that be might 

- x uried in Linen, and that as ſoon as the Execution 
7 was over, he might be put into his Coffin, and carried 
away directly, in a Hearſe, and buried that Evening 
+ between Seven and Eight o'Clock. He was very 
„and had ſome cold Beef-Stake Pye brought 


«up to him, of which he eat very heartily, and then 


ſaid to his Wife, her Father and Siſter, let us, before 
we part, have ſomthing to drink; and made uſe of the 
following Words to them, Let us cat and drink, for 
*To-morrow ve dic, and drank two Glaſſes of Wine 
+ chearfully ; ſoon after he took his Leave, and was 
* Jocked up for the lat Time, and his Wife that Night 
ere 2 
* e now leave Collington here, proceed 
rr Account of John Stone, and the other two 
Sia that ſuffer'd with him; after which, by 


Way of 
2 — | 


's Mate only, and to whom 

ortune devolves, as we — 

mentioned, came to the Goal, and he bei 

Zee — 

e ming) — = 
y. not very Y, 

a4 good: Advice, and defired him o-doop flem- 


Fo n+ Peace and Love. with his Neighbours ; and 
er de parted with him very cool and indifferent, 
| —— would bleſs him. 


Stone, was executed for wickedly and 
Fire to the Barns and Ricks of 


he was 38 Years of Age, born in the 
St. Margaret's, in the Iſle of Thanet, where 
- was to the Trade of Collar Making, and 
rn enn: and has left a Wife and three 
- Children, to bemoan his unbappy Exit. 

Some Years fince, he remov'd from the Ille of 
auen to a Town call'd Hradcorn, in Kent, where 
. — follow'd the Collar Maker's Bufineſs, and liv'd 


ly for him 

ear 4 Lion at Challock- Lees, was to lett, 
; 2 went to Mr. who was Land- 
it, and N into it lat 


under Conviction, 


n 
1 
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eis from Paſſions, and not give Way to them, and to. 


tably, and took Care of his Family, but, . 
juſt before Michaelmas laſt, he 


with 'the other condemn'd Priſoners, 
being in a Room by himſelf Hand be- 


8 SW . 


{ob end deckulag bis Lanocance of the FaRt for mhich 
was to die. He always attended the Prayers 
when any of the Miniſters came to pray with the 
—— Criminals ; but depended Eightity on & 
Reprieve, Collington, on one hand, having led him 
up with ſuch Notions, and, on the other, his having 
a Siſter living in the Prince of Wales Family ; ; but 
the Thurſday Night before his Execution, he be- 
2 more thoughtful, a Letter coming from his 

iſter, informing him, that nothwithſtanding the A 
plication that had been made, no Reſpite could 
obtain'd either for him or Collington. 

He frequently relented the unhappy Caſe of his 
Wife and Children, and ſaid, that his greateſt Grief 
was in leaving them in this World fo unprovided for. 
As to his icular Behaviour, and dying Words, 
the Reader will find in the Appendix n 


3. Francis Foſter, was indicted ſor robbing of Peter 
Greenhill, on the Highway, between Chatham and 


Ler- of a Silver Watch and Chain, and ſome 


aged 34 Years, was 


This — 
born of poor, but honeſt Parents in Portagal. and was 
Arno nadie. and havin 


been frequently in 
Englifs Ports, and for many Years laſt paſt in the 
Earl Royal Navy, he had learned the Englif 
Tongue tolerable well. 

He faid he was Four Years on board the Ship Vork, 
an armed Veſſel taken into the Governments Service, 
which was two Years on the Vel Coaſt, in the laſt 
War; where he faid he behaved himſelf well, and 
had the Love of the Officers and the Ships Crew; 
and indeed ſeveral Perſons who had been at Sea with 
him, acknowledged that he was a very civil and pea 
ceable Man, and always behaved himſelf well. 

He confeſs'd the Robbery for which he was . 


fer, and ſaid he had committed about eight Robbe - 


ries in the whale ; and likewiſe owned that he enticed 
and jamin Baker, the other Criminal 
that was tried and condemned with him, and reprieved, 
to rob with him. When he was 'd to confeſs 
his Crimes, he refuſed to.do it, ſaying, that he had 


. confeſs'd them all to God, from whom he hoped for 


"Marcy, and died a Roman Catholick. 


_ Fobn W Williams was condemned for breaking and 
entering the Dwelling Houſe of Richard May, in the 


. Pariſh of St. Coſmus and Damian in the Bleane, in 


the Night-time, and ftealing from thence one Silver 
Watch, the Property of Stephen Gammon. 

This unhappy Criminal ſaid he was born at Chilham, 
within fix Miles of Canterbury, of very mean, though 
honeſt Parents, who could not give him ary Educa- 

tion, and that he believed he was about 32 Years of 
Age; he 2 he had been at Sea, but his chief Buſi- 
nels was w for Farmers, and other labouting 
Work. He a. 
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the Robbery for OT 


and that he had committed ſeveral 
others; but refuſed to make any — mg Confeſſion 
faying, it could not be of any Service to him, and 


nnn” nnn nne — 
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N the Morning of their Execution, Stone, Wil- 
. liams, and Foſter, about Nine o- ; were taken 
leperately out of the Room where were con- 
fined, and had the Rivets of their Baſils knocked 
out, which keep their Fetters on, and Horſe Locks 
8 Lieu thereof; after 
put on ea them Iron Hand- Cuffs, 
— tþ is oy Re uſual Way of that Place, to hang their 
Criminals with Hand-Cuffs and Irons on. 
As ſoon as theſe three were all locked in their 


Room again, to wait till the Miniſter came to 


with them, Mr. Collington ſent a Meſſage out of his 

Room to the Keeper, to defire that the Goal might be 

cleared of Strangers, while he came out to have — 

Irons unrivetted, as the others were; deſirin 

— made a publick Shew of as little as po ble. 
pon which Orders were given to take the Rivets out 

by ge his Irons, and put him on Horſe Locks, in his — 

"then Mr. Collington bein — 1 

he ſaid, deſired he might have ine trend and 

and accordingly fome was cut on a Plate and — 

to him; but he was not permitted to have a Knife, 

i being feared that he wanted to cut bis Throat. 

After he had eat the Bread and Cheeſe, which he 
did very heartily, the Keepers Man went to put on 
his Hand-Cuffs, when he — very much ftartled 
at ſeeing them, and begged that they might not be 

t on; however the Under Sheriff would not grant 
2 Requeſt, as they were a neceſſary Security to pre- 
vent an Eſcape, in conveying him t& the Place of 
Execution. 

He was ther brought out of his own Room in the 


Goal, into the Keeper's Houſe ; where his Wife, and 


Siſter ſat alon . him, and he talked to them of 
promiſcuous — nothing in the leaſt neceſſary to 
the Saving of his Soul; but many Times uttering re- 
vengeful Speeches againſt his Proſecutors and Adver- 
faries; and particularly was very vebement againft 
that Son who was the Occafion of his Inveteracy 
Mr. Clarke, and who till continues with Mr, 

larke, and is taken Care of by the Pariſh, he having 
made no Proviſion for him. 

Mention being madg, by a Perſon in the Room, 
of his beating the Chi and of his having ſo ynmer- 
cifully treated him; his Wife replied, he fitting near 
her, it was true, that Mr. Collington had beat his 
Children very much ; but that they were very bad, and 
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tended, that if Mr. Cl 
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might be a Prejudice to ſome others that” he ſhould 
. 
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Miſchief and Pilfering 5 but ſhe could 22 
ſhe was married to Mr. Collington, 

the Weight of his Hand in — 1 — e 
(which aſtoniſn'd all the People that 

that Mr. Collington did once, _ m_ 
mitted a Fault, ſtrip the Bo 
Waiſtcoats, and then — kn 01 

fully, chat ſhe int 

Blows ; and ſhortly — — 


he did, and if he was not hurt? . — 
up his Shoulder and anſwer d, Wannen 


and though many Reports have been that ; 
a Mother-in-law might in ſome Caſes, i hit 
to act ſo cruelly, yet Charity obliges us to hope the”: ; 
contrary. 6 
He ſeveral times that Morning, as did his Wife and Y 
Siſter, exclaim mach againſt Mr. Clarke, and prev. 
had ſent his Son home, „ 
ſhould have ſent him to Sea, for that he — 2 
Maſter for him, and then there would have been 
none of this; but we can affure the Publick, that 
the Reaſon why the Pariſh would not let che 41 
go to his Father, was, for fear the Child ſhould "be - 3 
tranſported or murdered by him ; and the Child al- 
= begged very bard not to go home. | 


e was frequently preſſed concerning for. 
which he died, when Fs Replies were, that the Fay for” 


fay no more than what he had already faid for thae 
he was innocent, and that Stone was innocent tf 
but he — his ſending of the three Ruſſians, - 
Paine, Barrett Gregory, to Mr. Clatke's 8 
in order to bring him away with them by 

that he furniſh't them with Fire Arms; bat Wound > 
give no Anſwer, when he was ak'd what he intended © 
to do with Mr. Clarke, when he had * ing, 2 
his Cuſtody. 1 
About a Quarter before Eleven o'Clock; 
Divine, who before had attended them, came 
Goal, in order to pray with them ; when Stone, OY 
other two Priſoners; and Collington, went inte 2 
Room with the Clergyman to Prayers; allnesb 

over about a Quarter after” Eleven Ce they be- 


5 * 
* 
* * 
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and Collington was allowed a few Moments privats 
Converſation with his Wife, her Father and Siſter? 
during which Time the other three Criminals were 
| brovght out of the Goal, put into a Waggon and 


When Stone came between the two Gates of the 
Gaol, he was particularly exhorted to ſpeak the 
Truth, as he was going ſoon to appear before s 
Creator, who knew all Secrets; ard the fatal Conſe- 
guence was laid before him, of dying with a Lie 
in his Mouth; And then be was ask'd whether he 


was innocent of the Fact for which he was going to 


Ie ;-when be replied that he was innocent, and 
that he never ſaw Mr. Clarke's Barn that was burnt 
down in his Life. Being then aſked if he did not 
know: that Mr. Collington, who was to ſuffer with 
him, had ured or hired Luckhurſt, the Evi- 
dene Mr. Clarke's Barns and Ricks on fire; 
. be, tho not guilty of the Fact as ſworn 
Loeckhurſt on his Trial, did not know that the 
ſaid Barn and Ricks were to be ſet on fire that N ight; 
I and if he did not know the Perſon that did ſet ſire to 
the Batn and Ricks, and with what they did ſet them 
Logo On theſe Queſtions he ſeemed very much 
12 and ſhed Tears; but reſuſed to give any 
1 8 that he ſhould lay to the laſt he 
x Was Innocent 
Being aſked. how he came to Put, up ſuck a wicked 
— weak Deſence on his Trial, in endeavouring to 
as that he was at Ch:/ham on Tueſday the 21 
4 of November, the Day before the Barns, &c. were 
: {et on-Fire, at which Lime he was ſworn, by Luck- 
"Hurſt, te be in Canter bury Goal with Mr. Collington. 
-Jn a. gent deal of Agony of Mind, he ſaid it was not 
bis own doing, but Mr. Collington” s who had told 
im, that he did not doubt but it would ſucceed, and 


2 — be both acquitted, as the Streſs of the Proof 
2 Lockhurtt T bis plainly ſhews the Art 
— — Contrivances of Collington, who 


Was not only rooted in other Iniquities, but, in this, 
2 gvitty of that atrocious Crime of Subornation 
of Perjury, by bribing People to n their own 
© in order to impoſe upo e of Julie, to 
| ELIE Groen > Pun tharent, which he ſo juſtl ! 
- deſerved. for both himſelf and Stone had confeſſe 
openly-and publickly, ſince their Condemnation, that 
Stone dined wich him the 21ſt of November in Can- 


* which was the Day before Mr. Clarke's 
Barn, &c. was ſet on Fire. 
= © peat Malta of People being aſſembled a- 
bout the Goal, and it bei Half > an Hour after 


{the lateſt Time uſual for the MalefaQors to 
out of the Goal being Eleven o'Clock) the Po- 
e began to grow unealy, more particu- . 
its being Shi per r'd, that Collington had a 
he ieve, whereupon they cried out, Bring him out, 
and * him, that be may ſet no more Houſes on * 
ö wo 2ovg. Low after © ed, and put into 


: 


Y - 


O which drew them to the Place of Execu- 
"© "fon ; the Saſhes of Which were drawn up at his own 


18 J , 


4 Mourning Coach, in order to be conveyd to the 
zallows, the Populate' defiſted from making day, 
ore Clamours. \ 

He was attended in the Coach, by a 3 Di. 
vine, his Wife's Father and Siſter, and another Per- 


particular Deſire, in order to keep him from the Sight 
of the Populace: Soon after the Coach moved from 


the Goal, the Miniſter began to read ſuch Prayers to 


him, as was ſuitable to the Occafion, but Collington 
gave little or no Heed to them; and though. the Mi- 
niſter, his Father-in-law, and the other Perſon in the 
Coach, during the Time of the Prayers, were unco- 
vered, yet he fat with his Hat on. After theſe Pray- 
ers were ended, the Miniſter made ule of the beſt Ar- 
guments he could, to bring him ta a due Senſe of his 
unhappy Condition, yet he could not prevail upon 
him to ſay that he forgave his Enemies, or that he. 
died in Charity with the World; and when the Coach 
came within a ' Quarter of a Mile of the Tree, Col- 
lington ſaid, in a ſeeming Hurry and Confuſion,” 
What a ſad Thing it wvas, that the Meſſenger was not 
come back ! meaning the Man who was ſent to Len- 
don, with Letters to Doctor Walvin, as is before men- 
tioned ; Upon which the Miniſter exhorted him very 
much, to make uſe of the few precious Moments he 
had left to take Care of his poor Soul, telling him, 
that he did not only now, but had, during the Courſe 


of attending him fince his Cong 95 
that his Mind had run more on the Care of his — 
than his Soul, by leading himſelf up with the — 4 
Hopes of a Reprieve ; and having aſk'd him, if he 
would receive the Sacrament, he replied, No ; ex- 
cuſing himſelf, by ſaying, that he was not properly 
prepared for it. . 
The Waggon being drawn under the Gallows, and 
the Coach very near, Mr. Collington deſired the Mi- 
niſter would do his laſt Office for him in the Coach, 
that he might not be put up into the Waggon till the 
laſt Moment, in order to prevent being made a public 
Spectacle, which was readily complied with; and the 
Miniſter went out of the Coach, and having prayed 
with the ather threg Criminab in the Waggon, about 
Ten Minutes, retüthed again into the Coach, and 
prayed ſome Sande Tha with Mr. Collington; 
at which Prayers Mr. Collington indeed pulled off 
his Hat, but did not join ſo fervently as the other Per- 
ſons who were in the Coach | 
Prayers being over, he was again preſs' dby the Mi. 
viſter to die in Charity with all Mankind, and to for» 
ive his Enemies, as being a neceſſary Point to obtain 
alvation; but he refuſed to make any Reply to ſuch 
1 and ſeemed full of Revenge by biting his 


ps 
The Meſſenger that was ſent to Landon, being come 
beck, and riding up to the Gallows, brought a Letter 
rom Dr. Waiyin directed to the Clergyman in the 


; yo wr of the Multicude ſeeing a Letter in 
and thinking it Was a Sens, EEE out 
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| aReprieve; at which Colhngton ſeemed much joyed, 


-—and 


and ſaid; 7s the 8 come at lat. But the Meſ- 
ſenger coming to the Coach Door, to delivet the Let- 
ter to the Miniſter, informed Mr. Collington that there 
was no Reprieve for him, at which he ſeemed ſur- 
prized, and ſaid, God help me then, Then the Mi- 
niſter opened the Letter and read it to Mr, Collington, 
the Contents of which was, that he had waited on the 


Duke of Newcaſtle, but he was at C/aremont ; that he * 


then waited on Mr. Stone, Under Secretary to his 
Grace, and alſo on his Grace the Duke of Bedford, 
when he was informed that no, Reſpite could, on any 
Account, be obtained for Mr. Collington, there hav- 
ing been Intereſt made againſt him by the Noblemen 
and Gentlemen in the Country round where he lived. 

This ftartled Mr. Collington very much, who with 
a ſeeming Malice and. Revenge in his Countenance, 
ſaid, I know 1 was condemned and hanged before 1 
came on my Trial, He then pulled off his Hat, Wig 
and Neckcloth, which he gave to his Father-in-Law, 
and with the Aſſiſtance of his Siſter, put on a white 
Linen Cap, and the Sheriff's Officers being come to 
conduct him from the Coach into the Waggon, he 
took his Leave of all in the Coach, and went out; 
but as he was getting out of the Coach, he was again 
preſſed to die in Charity with all Mankind, and to for- 
give his Enemies; which he, unchriſtian-like, diſ- 
regarded. Ek 

Being got into the Waggon, he then ſhed Tears, 
about two Minutes private Converſation with 
Stone, and then they were all tied up; and juſt as 
they were tarning off, Stone declared himſelf inno- 
cent, but ſaid he died in Peace and Charity with all 
Mankind; and Collington ſaid that he was innocent, 
and his laſt Words were, that Stone was likewiſe 
innocent. The other two unhappy Criminals behaved 
themſelves with a becoming Decency, for People in 
their unhappy Condition. 

After they had hung a full Hour, Collington was 


firſt cut down, and his Body being ſtripp'd, was put 


into the Sheet which his Wife had made for him, and 


then into a Coffin, and carried away immediately in 
a Hearſe with four Horſes to P/uckly, where it was 
buried the ſame Night, according to his Defire. 'The 
Body of Stone was next cut down, and after bein 
ſtripp'd, was put into a Coffin, and buried in · Maid- 
flone Church-yard that Night. The Bodies of the 
other two unfortunate Men were cut down, and put 
into a Hole, dug for that Purpoſe by the Side of the 
Gallows, and there buried. 

Having now done with theſe Criminals, we fee no 
other Way of accounting for Collington's Behaviour 
at his laſt Gaſp, than that the whole Tenor of his 
Life had the Caſt of Infidelity in the Cnriſtian Faith, 
and in every moral and ſocial Duty; more particularly. 
as he died with innate Malice- and Revenge to Man- 
kind, eſpecially thoſe whom he thought had injured 
him, or reſtrained his over-beafing and arbitrary 
Principles. And, in the laſt Place, as there is too great 
Reaſon to apprehend other Perſons may have been 
concerned in contriving the horrid Fact for which he 
ſuffered; as well as in ſeveral others, too well known? 
in his Neighbourhood, he always modelled his Dif- 
courle to Stone, to prevent his Confeſſion, as is cer- 
tain, with the Art and Cunning of perſuading him 
that his Endeavours for a Reprieve was more for 
the Sake of Stone than himſelf; and which, we e 
afraid Stone liſtened to ſo much, as to negle& that” 
Duty which was incumbent on him, to make Prepa- 
ration for | RO + al 5 

N. B. We find the Re William Lackburft; the 
Evidence, breaking open hooks, ſince his Releaſem bog? I 
to be true; which was of a Neighbour where he lived, 
on Monday thee2d Day of April, in Suth Street, near the 
Bottom ot Bozghton-Hill, and that ſome of the Goods; 

rticularly a Pair of Shoes, which he ſtole thereout, h 

d at Feverſham, Warrants are iſſued out for the appre-- 
hending of fim; but when our laſt Tatelliger n 2 
thence, he was not taken; yet we hope he ſonn will, an 

rought ro condign Puniſhment, that the World max 
be rid ot ſuch a vile Miſcreant as he appears to have bern 
through al} Collington's wicked Schemes. 


my 
\ # £80; Fo 


This Day ts ub hiſhed, 
(Price Three-Pence.) 
The Tux EviTion, Corrected. .. 

HE TRIALsS of the Priſoners who 
were Try'd at the Aſſizes held at Maid- 
flone, for the County of Kent, on the 19th, 

20th, 21ſt, 224d, and 23d of March 1750, before the 
Hon. Sir Tnomas Denison, Kant. one of the Judges 
of the Court of King's Bench. In which are the Re- 
markable Trials at ==; of John Stone, late of Chal- 
lack Lees, for malicioufly and wickedly ſetting Fire to 
the Barn, Corn, and Hay-Ricks of Mr, John Clarke 
of Throwleigh ; John Collington, for counſeling, abet- 
; aiding and hiring the faid John Store d commit 

ſaid wicked Act; alſo of Benjamin Baker and 


Francis Foſter, for robbing on the Highway 3 l. 


© 


lam Randal, for ſtealing a Mare; 8 


the Wife of William Ray of Clit; and Chr; ; 
 rett and 7o/eph Gregory, for going in Dilgailests be 


* 


Farley, for * 
robbing his Maſfer, the late Mr, Clarke of Detiton, 
of 141. 18s. John Williams, for breaking open the 
Houſe of Richard May, and ſtealing a Watch. Like- 
wiſe of }}'i/liam Barloau, tor a Rape on Mary Ray, 
ber Har- 


an +> 


Barn of the abovementioned John Clarke of rens, 
leigh, and forcibly taking him from thence, beating 
him, and firing a Carbine and Piſtol at him, for which... 
Purpoſe they were hired by the "abovelaid , ., 
lington: Together with the Trials of the reſt oF the 
To be had of G. GaHrrIru the Corner of Ellizt's 
Court, in the Little Old Bailey, aud the Venders 
News Nen. i 
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